The evolving contribution of renal pathology to understanding interstitial nephritis.
One hundred years of progress in the study of interstitial nephritis has expanded our diagnostic entities, resulted in identification of numerous pathogenic events, and defined the nature of the inflammatory infiltrate in ways that are useful both for general understanding and for diagnostic classification. We stand poised to enter the next hundred years with new techniques applicable to renal biopsies that detect specific biologic activities in situ in tissue sections. In the future, the information gained from these techniques is likely to result in refined and more accurate assessments of prognosis in patients with kidney disease, and to guide therapeutic interventions designed to interrupt specific sequences of active renal injury.